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17. [cancelled] 

18. [cancelled] 

19. [cancelled] 

20. [currently amended] An apparatu s , for assembling first and second mold parts 
having contact lens forming surfaces, wherein sai d first mold pari has a reaction mi vturj 
on said contact lens forming surface, said appara tus comprising movement preveniyig 
means which , prevents said first mold part from being lifted towards said gecpnd rnald 
part while said contact tens forming surface of said second mold part is controllabJy 
moved into said reaction mixture at least until a majority of said contact lens formi ng 
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surface of said second mold part has been wetted bv said reaction mixt ure on saicjfiigl 
mold part, and Tho apparatus of claim 1 - wherein a rate of controllably moving said 
contact lens forming surface of said second mold part into said reaction mixture is 
increased after a majority of said contact lens forming surface of said second mold p art 
has been wetted by said reaction mixture. 

21. [previously presented] The apparatus of claim 20, wherein said movement 
preventing means is deactivated when said rate of controllably moving said contact ' ens 
forming surface of said second mold part into said reaction mixture is increased 

22. [previously presented] The mothod of claim 1 4? A method f or assembling first a:ad 
second mold parts having contact lens fopninpr surfaces, wherein said first mold parkas 
a reaction mixture on said contact le "fr f^ymmip surface, said method comprising the stgg 
of: preventing said first mold part from being lift ed towards said second mold partv.^ule 
controllably moving said contact lens forming surface of said second mold part into raid 
reaction mixture, at least until a majority of said contact lens forming surface of sakl 
second mold part has been wetted bv said reaction mix ture on said first mold part 
wherein a rate of controllably moving said contact Jens forming surface of said seco nd . 
mold part into said reaction mixture is increased after a majority of said contact lens, 
forming surface of said second mold part has been wetted by said reaction mixture. 

23. [previously presented] The method of claim 22, where the step of preventing ?aid 
first mold part from being lifted is removed when said rate of controllably moving said 
contact lens forming surface of said second mold part into said reaction mixture is 
increased- 

24- [previously presented] An apparatus for assembling first and second mold part 5 
having contact lens forming surfaces, wherein said first mold part has a reaction micure 
on said contact lens forming surface, said apparatus comprising movement prevent] rig 
means which prevents said first mold part from moving, said movement preventing 
means being activated during one portion of travel of said contact Jens forming surf ace of 
said second mold part into said reaction mixture and being deactivated during another 
portion of travel of said contact lens forming surface of said second mold part into :*id 
reaction mixture. 

25. [previously presented] The apparatus of claim 24, wherein said contact lens 
forming surface of said second mold part is moved into said reaction mixture at a spsed 
of less than about 0.35 mm/sec. 

26* [previously presented] A method for assembling first and second mold parts having 
contact lens forming surfaces, wherein said first mold part has a reaction mixture on said 
contact lens forming surface, said method comprising the step of : controllably moving 
said contact lens forming surface of said second mold part into said reaction mixture at a 
first rate until a majority of said contact lens forming surface of said second mold part has 
been wetted by said reaction mixture, and thereafter moving said contact lens forming 
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surface of said second mold part further into said reaction mixture at a second rate th at is 
greater than said first rate. 

27* [previously presented] The method of claim 26, further comprising the step of 
preventing the first mold part from lifting toward said second mold during said first "ate. 

28. [previously presented] The method of claim 26, wherein said first rate is less th an 
about 0.35 mm/sec. 
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